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The economy is closely linked with household giving. 
By looking at what Americans gave in 2002, during a 
difficult economic period, and comparing it with 2006 
as a recent example of an economy in a growth phase, 
we can have some insights about what might occur in 
2009 and possibly beyond. This comparison is useful, 
although the economy of 2009 is worse than that of 
2002, because a very strong predictor of current giving 
is recent past giving. Making a comparison with 1929, 
or 1982, or another year of economic decline, would 
not be as helpful as looking at contributions made in 
the most recent economic downturn (prior to 2007).  
In 2002, people who are now deciding about charitable 
giving were likely to have been facing some difficult 
choices. What donors gave then can help illuminate 
what might occur now.

This issue of Spotlight describes differences in charitable 
giving by higher income households (income of $100,000 
and above) using the nine Census Bureau regions and 
data about itemized charitable contributions for 2002 
and 2006. 

While the current economy is much more difficult 
than the bear market of 2002, there are broad some 
similarities: drops in stock market prices, declining 
personal income, and rising unemployment. State-by-
state information appears organized by Census Bureau 
Region (see appendix for a listing and map of which 
regions include which states).

In general, based on the difference between 2002 and 
2006, for this year we might expect to see at a national 
level:

8 to 10 million households that have income over  �

$100,000 and that are very likely to be donors. This 
number of households is based on 2002, when less 
than 8 percent of tax returns filed had income of 
$100,000 or more. Asking for contributions from 

those 8 to 10 million households, or whatever 
number are in your region, will remain a vital  
part of successful fundraising.
An average household gift total in the range of  �

$20,000 to $25,000 from households with income 
of $200,000 to $500,000, based on the fact that 
there was little change in the average from 2002  
to 2006 in most regions. There will be a lower  
percentage of households with the resources to give 
at that level, but if the past is an indication, house-
holds that retain the capacity to give will not shift 
their giving totals dramatically. They will shift  
priorities unless your group is careful to maintain 
relationships and share its work and results.
Average household gifts totaling in the range of  �

$4,500 from households with income of $100,000 
to $200,000. This is consistent with the amounts 
(adjusted for inflation to 2008 dollars) seen in 2002 
and 2006. In some states, the average household 
gift can be expected to fall below the national  
average; and in others, it will be higher. 

As with any year, continuing to make your organiza-
tion’s case and seeking support for your work is the 
bedrock of successful fundraising.

Economic indicators in 2002 and 2006
For this analysis we have used two years in the recent 
past to compare giving. In 2002, the stock market hit a 
new low, personal income growth and corporate profits 
both slowed, and other factors were at a low after 
reaching the highs of 2000. By 2006, the most recent 
year for which data are available on state-by-state, the 
economy had recovered. Personal income and corporate 
profits were trending upward. The stock market was also 
heading up, toward the high it reached in July 2007. 
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In 2002, itemized contributions from individual  
tax returns rose 1 percent (and fell 0.5% adjusted for 
inflation). This followed a drop of 1 percent in 2001  
(a drop of 3.1 percent adjusted for inflation). Adjusted 
for inflation, itemized contributions in 2002 were the 
lowest they had been since 1999. 

By 2006, both the economy and charitable giving  
had improved and total itemized contributions rose  
8.3 percent (5.4 percent adjusted for inflation) com-
pared with 2005. Among tax filers with income of 
$100,000, aggregate giving in 2006 was 16 percent 
higher (2 percent adjusted for inflation) than it had 
been in 2002. Contributions from the highest income 
group of tax returns ($200,000 and up) had increased 
by 40 percent (23 percent adjusted for inflation)  
compared with 2002.

Economic indicators currently compared with the 
Great Depression and recessions since 1970
The economic situation as of early 2009 has been called 
the most severe recession since the Great Depression. 
The Dow Jones Industrials dropped nearly 40 percent 
in 2008, compared with the high value reached in mid-
2007. A severe drop in the Dow occurred in the reces-
sion of 1973-1975, as well, with an inflation-adjusted 
decline in the Dow Jones Industrial Average at that 
time of 50 percent. Neither the 1973-1974 drop nor the 
2007-2008 decline approaches the 85 percent fall from 
a high of 3,250 (inflation-adjusted) in September 1929 
to a low of 486 (also inflation-adjusted) in July of 1932. 
Unemployment which hit 8.8 percent in February 
2009, is far below the 37.6 percent reached in 1933 and 
still below the December 1982 rate of 10.8 percent and 
the May 1975 rate of 9.0 percent. Table 2 summarizes 
the economic indicators for the Great Depression and 
more recent recessions.

Why focus on households with income of $100,000 
and up?
Typically, about 60 to 75 percent of itemized deductions 
claimed for charitable gifts come from 10 to 15 percent 
of the tax returns filed, those with income of $100,000 
and above. These households are also the most likely  
to itemize any deductions at all. More than 90 percent 
of tax returns in most states in the $100,000 and up 
income groups use the itemized deduction option 
instead of the standard deduction. With the high per-
centage of itemized returns, state-to-state comparisons 
are more equitable than they would be if all income 
groups were included. 

Overview of results
Nationwide, the number of tax filers with income of 
$100,000-$200,000 rose from 6.4 percent of returns in 
2002 to 8.7 percent of returns in 2006. The average 
amount itemized for charitable contributions in the 
two years, once adjusted for inflation, actually fell  
from 2002 to 2006, from $4,618 to $4,116, a drop of 11 
percent. Among tax returns with income of $200,000 
or more, the average gift amount increased very slightly 
(adjusted for inflation) from $22,287 in 2002 to $22,307 
in 2006 (growth of 0.1%) The share of tax filers with 
income at this level increased from 1.9 percent of all 
tax returns to 3.2 percent of all tax returns.

Table 1 
Comparison of economic indicators, 2002 and 2006 

All dollar amounts were adjusted for inflation before calculating percentage change

2002 5.8% -11% -27%
April high; 

Oct low 

1.4% 0.8% -8.1%

2006 4.6% 10% 10%
Jan. low;
Dec. high 

4.2% 2.8% 12.1%

 

Year Average rate of 
unemployment 
in 12 months  

Cumulative change  
Dow Jones Industrials 
(DJIA)  

Change from 
hi hest DJIA  
to lowest  
(monthly close) 

Change in 
personal 
income  

Cumulative 
change: 
GDP  
 

Cumulative 
change: 
corporate 
profits  

g
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Table 2 
Comparison of economic indicators, Great Depression and recent recessions 

All dollar amounts were adjusted for inflation before calculating percentage change

Years of 
Depression or 
Recession  

Highest Rate 
of 
Unemployment 
in Period  

Cumulative Change: 
Dow Jones Industrials 
Average (DJIA)  

Change from 
Highest DJIA 
to Lowest  
(Monthly close) 

Change in 
Personal 
Income  
 

Cumulative 
Change: 
GDP  
 

Cumulative 
Change:
Corporate 
profits  

1929-33  37.6% 
(1933) 

-55% -85%
(Feb 29; 
Jul 32) 

-24% -25% -101%

1973-75  9.0 % 
(May 75) 

-15% -50%
(Jan 73; 
Dec 74) 

+1% -1% -10%

1980/ 
1981-1982  

10.8 % 
(Dec 82) 

+8% -29%
(Dec 80; 
Aug 82) 

+5% +1.5% -9%

1990-1991  7.3% 
(Dec 91) 

+1% -11%
(Jan 90; 
Nov 90) 

-0.1% -0.3% -0.5%

2001 5.7% 
(Dec 01) 

-9% -22%
(Jan 01; 
Oct 01) 

+1% 1% -8%

2007-present  8.8 % 
(Feb 09) 

-37%
(to end of 08) 

-56%
(Jul 07; 
Feb 09) 

-1% -1.3% -12%
(estimate to 
end of 2008) 
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Examples of how to use this information

Tables and figures in this Spotlight offer inflation-adjusted values for charitable deductions claimed on 
income tax returns by households with adjusted gross income in the:

$100,000 - $200,000 income range and  �

$200,000 and up income range.  �

Thoughts about how you can use this information appear in boxed areas in the rest of this issue.

Finding the size of the higher-income population in your area
The American Community Survey provides annual estimates of the number of households (not tax returns) in 
each metropolitan statistical area (MSA) by income range. Go to the American Fact Finder tool available at 
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetMainPageServlet?_program=ACS&_submenuId=&_lang=en&_ts=

Use the 2007 one-year estimates. Select Data Profiles and then pick your MSA (or Combined Metropolitan 
Statistical Area for a wider geographic range). Click “get result” and then select “economic” option. Scroll down 
to see the income categories and the number of households in your area within each of several income groups. 
The highest category is $200,000 and up.

Estimate total giving from higher-income households in your area for your type of charity 

Use the estimated higher-income household number and Center on Philanthropy Panel Study (COPPS)  �

data for the percentages of households that give to different types of organizations to see the potential size 
of your “market niche” in your community. 

For example, 3 percent give to any environmental organization; 8 percent give to the arts; 15 percent to  �

education; 29 percent for helping meet people’s basic needs; and 46 percent to religion.1 These percentages 
will be approximate for the $100,000 to $200,000 income range.

For example, 3 percent give to any environmental organization; 8 percent give to the arts; 15 percent to  �

education; 29 percent for helping meet people’s basic needs; and 46 percent to religion. These percentages 
will be approximate for the $100,000 to $200,000 income range. 

If you are using the $200,000 and above income group, about 75 percent (according to the 2005 Bank of  �

America Study) give to any particular type of organization. In that survey of households with income of 
$200,000 or more, three-quarters of the respondents reported giving to each one of the types of charity. 
The Bank of America report is available at www.philanthropy.iupui.edu under “Current Research” then 
under “Giving and Volunteering.”

1 COPPS data are available at www.philanthropy.iupui.edu under “Key Facts about Charitable Giving” [check exact name]
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There was fairly strong growth from 2002 to 2006 in the percentage of returns that were from households in the $100,000 to $200,000 
income range in each New England state (figure on left). Despite that increase, there was little change from 2002 to 2006 in the total 
dollar amount itemized for charitable contributions by tax returns in the income range (figure on right). This probably reflects the 
lower average amount per itemized charitable contribution (adjusted for inflation). 

Tax filers in the $100,000 to $200,000 income range provided around 20 percent of itemized charitable deductions (up to 25 percent in 
New Hampshire in 2002 and Rhode Island in 2006), as shown in the table on the left. Inflation-adjusted average contribution amounts 
that tax filers itemized per return were lower in 2006 than in 2002 in every state in this region, shown in the table on the right.

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

New England
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont

Adjusted Gross Income of $100,000 to $200,000

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

New England donors with income from $100,000 to $200,000 accounted for 18 to 25 percent of total itemized giving in their states. 
The average donation in these states fell in 2006 (adjusted for inflation) by somewhere between 15 percent (New Hampshire and 
Rhode Island) and 18 percent (Massachusetts). 

In 2002, this income range accounted for 4 percent (Maine) to 10 percent (Connecticut) of the tax returns filed.

In three states, at least 10 percent of tax filers in this income range by 2006 (Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire).

9.9%

4.1%

9.3%
8.0%

6.8%

5.0%

12.6%

6.2%

11.9%
10.8%

9.3%

7.2%

CT ME MA NH RI VT

100-200k, 2002 100-200k, 2006

$0.52

$0.09

$0.83

$0.14 $0.10
$0.05

$0.55

$0.10

$0.84

$0.15
$0.12

$0.06

CT ME MA NH RI VT

100-200k, 2002 100-200k, 2006

2002 2006

CT 20.1% 18.4%

ME 19.4% 20.4%

MA 21.0% 18.0%

NH 25.1% 23.2%

RI 22.6% 24.9%

VT 23.2% 22.6%

USA 20.7% 21.2%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

CT $3,381 $2,865 -15.3%

ME $3,775 $3,128 -17.1%

MA $3,187 $2,617 -17.9%

NH $3,225 $2,742 -15.0%

RI $3,319 $2,820 -15.0%

VT $3,819 $3,215 -15.8%

USA $4,618 $4,116 -10.9%
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Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

New England
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont

Adjusted Gross Income of $200,000 and up

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

There was fairly strong growth from 2002 to 2006 in the percentage of returns in this income range in just two states – Connecticut 
and Massachusetts. In the other states, the share of tax returns in this highest income group stayed level (New Hampshire) or 
declined (Maine, Rhode Island, and Vermont) in 2006 (percentage of returns shown in figure on left). 

All states in the region saw an increase in the total amount of itemized charitable contributions (adjusted for inflation) in 2006, 
compared with 2002. 

Tax filers in the $200,000 and up income range provided less than 30 percent of the itemized charitable deductions in 2002, except in 
Connecticut where the share was 46 percent. By 2006, tax returns in this income group accounted for 40 to 60 percent of total itemized 
donations, as shown in the table on the left. Inflation-adjusted average amounts itemized in contributions per return with itemized  
contributions were higher in 2006 than in 2002 in every state in this region, except Rhode Island, as shown in the table on the right. 

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

In 2002, high-income states such as Connecticut and Massachusetts exceeded the national rate for the share of itemized contributions 
from this income group. Other states in the region were a few percentage points lower than the national rate. On average, itemized 
contributions in all states in this region trailed the national average for this income group; however, unlike most other regions, the 
change from 2002 to 2006 exceeded the national rate of change considerably. 

2.8%

3.5%
3.3%

3.0% 3.0% 3.1%

5.3%

1.8%

4.3%

3.0%
2.6%

2.2%

CT ME MA NH RI VT

200k+, 2002 200k+, 2006

$1.19

$0.12

$1.67

$0.16 $0.13 $0.06

$1.73

$0.21

$2.71

$0.31
$0.18 $0.12

CT ME MA NH RI VT

200k+, 2002 200k+, 2006

2002 2006

CT 46.2% 58.1%

ME 27.3% 41.5%

MA 42.2% 58.1%

NH 29.7% 47.2%

RI 27.8% 36.9%

VT 27.0% 45.5%

USA 30.3% 42.5%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

CT $19,660 $20,049 2.0%

ME $18,433 $20,174 9.4%

MA $19,438 $21,087 8.5%

NH $16,092 $18,510 15.0%

RI $15,819 $14,196 -10.3%

VT $16,149 $19,176 18.7%

USA $22,287 $22,307 0.1%
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Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Mid-Atlantic
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania

Adjusted Gross Income of $100,000 to $200,000

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

There was growth from 2002 to 2006 in the percentage of returns in the $100,000 to $200,000 income range in each of the three  
Mid-Atlantic states (figure on left). Despite that increase, there was only modest inflation-adjusted growth from 2002 to 2006 in the 
total dollar amount itemized for charitable contributions by tax returns in the income range (figure on right). This probably reflects  
the lower average amount per itemized charitable contribution (adjusted for inflation). 

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

Mid-Atlantic donors with income from $100,000 to $200,000 accounted for 16 to 25 percent of total itemized giving in their states. 
The average donation in these states fell in 2006 (adjusted for inflation) by somewhere between 14 percent (New Jersey) and 16  
percent (New York) when compared with the 2002 average. Inflation-adjusted total giving itemized by returns from this region grew 
by a total of 9 percent, with the largest gain in Pennsylvania (a jump from $1.27 billion to $1.48 billion, or growth of 16.5 percent).

10.5%

7.2%
5.8%

13.1%

9.4%
8.2%

NJ NY PA

2002 2006

$1.45

$2.44

$1.27
$1.53

$2.61

$1.48

NJ NY PA

2002 2006

2002 2006

NJ 24.2% 24.9%

NY 16.6% 16.0%

PA 21.3% 22.5%

USA 20.7% 21.2%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

NJ $3,692 $3,171 -14.1%

NY $4,204 $3,523 -16.2%

PA $4,221 $3,645 -13.7%

USA $4,618 $4,116 -10.9%
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Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Mid-Atlantic
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania

Adjusted Gross Income $200,000 and up

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

The share of tax filers with income of $200,000 or more increased in New Jersey from 2002 to 2006 but fell in the other two states  
in the Mid-Atlantic region. All three states in the region saw an increase in the total amount of itemized charitable contributions 
(adjusted for inflation) in 2006, compared with 2002, with the largest dollar value of growth in New York. 

Tax filers in the $200,000 and up income range provided about 30 percent of the itemized charitable deductions in 2002. By 2006, 
tax returns in this income group accounted for 40 to 60 percent of total itemized donations, as shown in the table on the left. 
Inflation-adjusted average amounts itemized in contributions per return with itemized contributions were lower in 2006 than  
in 2002 in every state in this region, as shown in the table on the right. 

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

New Jersey and New York were at or above national rates for the share of itemized contributions from the $200,000 income group. 
Pennsylvania trailed the national. However, in New Jersey, the average gift amount was far below the national average, while 
Pennsylvania’s was somewhat closer (although still lower). The average contribution amount in New York exceeded the national 
average by nearly $7,000 in both 2002 and 2006.

2.5%

4.1%
3.5%

4.9%

3.7%

2.5%

NJ NY PA

2002 2006

$1.90

$6.24

$1.71
$2.55

$9.08

$2.62

NJ NY PA

2002 2006

2002 2006

NJ 31.6% 41.4%

NY 42.5% 55.7%

PA 28.5% 39.7%

USA 30.3% 42.5%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

NJ $14,381 $13,055 -9.2%

NY $29,450 $29,429 -0.1%

PA $19,070 $18,567 -2.6%

USA $22,287 $22,307 0.1%
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Great Lakes States
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin

Adjusted Gross Income of $100,000 - $200,000

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

Great Lakes states had between 5 and 7 percent of tax returns from 2002 filed with income of $100,000 to $200,000. Those percent-
ages increased by 2006 to 7 to 10 percent.
In all five states in this region, itemized charitable deductions in 2006 rose somewhat from 2002 (in inflation-adjusted dollars). The 
largest percentage increases were in Wisconsin (25 percent) and Indiana (23 percent). The largest dollar amount increases were in 
Ohio ($0.18 billion) and Illinois ($0.18 billion).
The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $100,000 to $200,000 income group grew in most states in this region from 
2002 to 2006 (except Wisconsin, where it stayed fairly flat). The average amount claimed in charitable deductions by returns in this 
income group with a charitable deduction fell in all states from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars). In Ohio and Wisconsin, 
the drop was more than 14 percent. In Illinois, it was just under 13 percent, and in Indiana and Michigan, the average amount per 
return with a charitable deduction fell by about 9 percent.

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

The Great Lakes states are about like the national average in terms of the percentage of itemized deductions that come from the 
$100,000 to $200,000 income group. Growth in aggregate contributions claimed reflects changes in the number of households in 
this income group.

7.3%

5.1%

6.9%

4.6%
5.4%

9.6%

7.2%

8.7%

6.7%

7.8%

IL IN MI OH WI

2002 2006

$1.58

$0.61

$1.27

$1.01

$0.51

$1.76

$0.76

$1.38
$1.19

$0.64

IL IN MI OH WI

2002 2006

2002 2006

IL 21.5% 22.2%

IN 21.3% 24.3%

MI 23.1% 25.0%

OH 18.7% 21.6%

WI 20.0% 20.2%

USA 20.7% 21.2%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

IL $4,328 $3,776 -12.8%

IN $4,876 $4,427 -9.2%

MI $4,426 $4,011 -9.4%

OH $4,476 $3,844 -14.1%

WI $3,985 $3,401 -14.7%

USA $4,618 $4,116 -10.9%



10 Giving USA Spotlight Issue 4, 2008

Great Lakes States
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin
Adjusted Gross Income of $200,000 and up

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

Great Lakes states had relatively low percentages of tax returns from 2002 filed with income of $200,000 and up, except in IL, which 
is one of the top 10 states when looking at share of returns from this highest income group. The share of returns in this higher 
income group rose in all five states by 2006.

In this region, total itemized charitable deductions in 2006 rose by between 30 percent (Ohio) to 100 percent (Wisconsin). In the 
other three states, the increase was between 39 and 40 percent.

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $200,000 and up income group grew in all states in this region from 2002 to 
2006, most markedly in Wisconsin, as shown in the table on the left. The average gift amount claimed fell nearly 11 percent in Ohio, 
fell less than 10 percent in Illinois and Indiana, stayed flat in Michigan, and rose in Wisconsin by a very unusual (compared to all 
other states) 34.8 percent. The average gift amounts (adjusted for inflation) are on the right.

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

Of the states in this region, Illinois is closest to the national share of itemized contributions from the $200,000 and up income 
group. However, the average donation amount in Illinois trails the national averages, as it does in Michigan in both years. 

2.2%

1.2%
1.5%

1.3% 1.4%

3.2%

1.8%
2.0%

1.9%
2.0%

IL IN MI OH WI

2002 2006

$2.36

$0.69

$1.21
$1.48

$0.65

$3.36

$1.02

$1.67
$1.92

$1.37

IL IN MI OH WI

2002 2006

2002 2006

IL 32.3% 42.5%

IN 23.9% 32.8%

MI 22.0% 30.4%

OH 27.5% 34.8%

WI 25.5% 43.0%

USA 30.3% 42.5%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

IL $20,233 $18,886 -6.7%

IN $21,674 $21,101 -2.6%

MI $18,769 $18,792 0.1%

OH $22,283 $19,858 -10.9%

WI $19,597 $26,416 34.8%

USA $22,287 $22,307 0.1%
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More ideas for how to use this information

Compare Your State to National Rates

Percentage of tax returns in the U.S.  
within the two income ranges, 2002 and 2006

Among all tax returns filed in the U.S. in 2002, 6.4 percent had income of $100,000 to $200,000. By 2006,  
8.7 percent had income from $100,000 to $200,000. The percentage of tax returns in that income group is  
statistically significantly different from the national rate. There are just a few exceptions. The same is true for 
the share of returns with income of $200,000 or more. It rose from 1.9 percent in 2002 to 3.2 percent nationally 
in 2006. The difference between the national rate and the individual state rates was statistically significant for 
all but a few states.

Share of tax returns within each income range
Maximum and minimum percentages and the national rate, 2002 and 2006

*All other states are different from national rate with statistical significance (p<.001)

The national result does not represent any individual state very well. So, if a state graph shows, for example,  
3.9 percent of returns with $100,000 to $200,000 in income, that is a valid difference from the national share of 
6.4 percent. When a smaller share of households is in the income group, the lower the share of all deducted 
charitable gifts comes from the income group. In 2002 for income from $100,000 to $200,000, the correlation 
between the share of returns in the income group and the share of itemized deductions claimed by that income 
group is 0.504 (p< .01). For income of $200,000 and up, the correlation is 0.574 (p<.01). 

6.4%

1.9%

8.7%

3.2%

2002 2006 2002 2006
$100,000 - $200,000 $200,000 and up  

2002 2006 

Income range $100,000 - $200,000 
$200,000 
and up $100,000 - $200,000 

$200,000  
and up 

State with 
Maximum share in 
income range 

10.5% 
(New Jersey) 

3.78%  
Connecticut 

13.1% 
(New Jersey) 

5.27% 
(Connecticut) 

National rate 6.40% 1.89% 8.70% 2.93% 

State with minimum 
share in income 
range 

3.1% 
(Montana) 

0.89% 
(Mississippi) 

5.2% 
(Mississippi) 

1.25% 
(West Virginia) 

Not different from Georgia Georgia Michigan None 
  erihspmaH weN  *etar lanoitaN
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Plains states had between 3 and 7 percent of 2002 tax returns with income of $100,000 to $200,000. Those percentages increased by 
2006 to 5 to 9 percent. Except for Minnesota, which ranked 15th in the nation for the share of returns in this income group, this 
region had a lower share of filers in this income group than half of the country.

In the states in the Plains region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars). The largest 
percentage increase was in South Dakota (43 percent). In other states, the increase was between 17 percent and 35 percent. The  
dollar amount of increase was largest in Minnesota and Missouri, which have higher populations.

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $100,000 to $200,000 income group grew very slightly in Plains states from 
2002 to 2006. The average amount claimed in charitable deductions by returns in this income group with a charitable deduction fell 
in all states from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars).

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Plains States
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota

Adjusted Gross Income of $100,000 - $200,000

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

The Plains are the middle of the country, and the giving claimed on tax returns suggests that donors are in the middle of the states 
in that too. The amounts claimed, on average, are within 5 percent of the national average, except in Minnesota and South Dakota, 
which are both 16 percent higher.

4.3%

5.4%

7.0%

5.1%
4.4%

3.3% 3.3%

6.8%

8.0%

9.4%

7.1% 6.9%

5.7% 5.5%

IA KS MN MO NE ND SD

2002 2006

$0.24
$0.31

$0.70

$0.55

$0.17

$0.04 $0.04

$0.33
$0.39

$0.82

$0.68

$0.22

$0.05 $0.06

IA KS MN MO NE ND SD

2002 2006

2002 2006
IA 19.4% 23.8%

KS 21.7% 23.0%

MN 22.0% 23.3%

MO 20.0% 22.4%

NE 18.7% 21.1%

ND 19.9% 22.5%

SD 18.8% 21.5%

USA 20.7% 21.2%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

IA $4,687 $4,201 -10.4%

KS $5,100 $4,602 -9.8%

MN $4,439 $3,794 -14.5%

MO $4,725 $4,296 -9.1%

NE $5,153 $4,428 -14.1%

ND $5,092 $4,417 -13.3%

SD $5,861 $5,282 -9.9%

USA $4,618 $4,116 -10.9%
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Plains states had between 1 and 2 percent of 2002 tax returns with income of $200,000 and up. Those percentages increased by 2006 
to 1.5 to 3 percent. Except for Minnesota, which ranked 10th in the nation for the share of returns in this income group, this region 
had a lower share of filers in this income group than half of the country.

In the states in the Plains region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars). The dollar 
amount of increase was largest in Minnesota and Missouri, which have higher populations.

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $200,000 and up income group grew in Plains states from 2002 to 2006. The 
average amount claimed in charitable deductions by returns in this income group with a charitable deduction fell markedly in just 
two Plains states—Iowa and South Dakota—from 2002 to 2006 (inflation-adjusted dollars). 

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Plains States
Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota

Adjusted Gross Income of $200,000 and up

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

Nebraska is the only state in this region above the national level for share of itemized charitable contributions claimed on returns 
with $200,000 or more in income. Kansas, Nebraska, and South Dakota all had average amounts above the national amount in both 
years; Iowa’s average exceeded the national average in 2002.

1.1%

1.4%

1.9%

1.4%
1.2%

1.0%
1.1%

1.7%

2.3%

2.8%

2.0%
1.9%

1.7%
1.9%

IA KS MN MO NE ND SD

2002 2006

$0.30
$0.37

$0.89

$0.71

$0.29

$0.05 $0.07

$0.44

$0.71

$1.40

$1.08

$0.45

$0.08 $0.12

IA KS MN MO NE ND SD

2002 2006

2002 2006
IA 24.1% 32.1%

KS 26.1% 41.2%

MN 28.0% 39.8%

MO 25.7% 35.5%

NE 32.2% 42.7%

ND 26.3% 37.7%

SD 30.8% 40.2%

USA 30.3% 42.5%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

IA $22,890 $19,928 -12.9%

KS $22,502 $25,893 15.1%

MN $20,278 $20,344 0.3%

MO $21,640 $21,709 0.3%

NE $31,203 $30,597 -1.9%

ND $19,302 $19,133 -0.9%

SD $28,059 $23,773 -15.3%

USA $22,287 $22,307 0.1%
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More ideas for how to use this information

Compare Average Giving in Your State to National Averages

Average itemized charitable gift, by income range, 
2002 and 2006

In 2002, the average contribution claimed by tax filers with income of $100,000 to $200,000 was $4,618 
(adjusted for inflation to 2008 dollars). In 2006, that average declined slightly (adjusted for inflation) to $4,166, 
and the average dropped in all states in this income range. The decline was 11 percent per average amount 
itemized nationally. However, some states saw a larger drop, such as Nevada, Florida, North Carolina, and 
Wyoming. The figure ranks states.

Average amount claimed in charitable contributions per return with contributions,  
Income $100,000 - $200,000 

2002 and 2006 ($ adjusted for inflation to 2008 equivalents)
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In 2002, the average contribution claimed by tax filers with income of $200,000 and up was $22,287 (adjusted 
for inflation to 2008 dollars). In 2006, that average rose very slightly (adjusted for inflation) to $22,307. The 
change was 0.1 percent per average amount itemized. However, some states saw a larger change. For example, 
in Wisconsin, the average went from under $20,000 in 2002 to more than $26,000 in 2006 (a 35 percent increase). 
In Montana there was a drop from more than $31,000 in 2002 (adjusted for inflation to 2008 dollars) to just 
under $20,000 (also adjusted to 2008 dollars), which is a decline of 36 percent. In the majority of states, the 
averages for the two years are very close together, with just 14 states showing a noticeable difference. The  
figure below shows states in order from lowest average to highest based on 2002 giving.

Average amount claimed in charitable contributions per return with contributions,  
Income $200,000 and up 

2002 and 2006 ($ adjusted for inflation to 2008 equivalents) 
(vertical lines separate the states into groups of 10, with the top group having 11) 

Many factors determine how much tax returns show in itemized deductions, including extremely large gifts 
from a small number of individuals; the cost of living in a state; the percentage of Catholics versus the percentage 
of Evangelical Protestants in a state (Catholics give less, on average, to their congregations than Evangelical 
Protestants, so states with a large percentage of Catholics will have lower average giving); the degree of urban-
ization (urban residents give more, on average, than rural residents), and other factors.2 While a state might 
appear at the far left (low average giving) or far right (high average giving) of the figure, it does not mean that 
all or even the majority of state tax filers give the same way. 

2See Havens, J. and Schervish, P. (2007) Geography and Giving, Boston: The Boston Foundation. www.bc.edu/cwp.
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This highly varied region includes some areas with very high average gifts (South Carolina, North Carolina, and Georgia) and some 
with unusually low averages (Virginia and Delaware). All parts of the region saw the average gift drop in 2006.

The South Atlantic overall had a fairly high percentage of returns with income between $100,000 and $200,000, ranging from  
5 percent to more than 9 percent (except for West Virginia, which had 3.3 percent) in 2002. The percentage increased in every  
state by 2006. 

In the South Atlantic region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars), as they did  
elsewhere in the U.S. in 2006. 

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $100,000 to $200,000 income group grew in most of the South Atlantic from 
2002 to 2006, but fell in the District of Columbia and Florida. The average amount claimed in charitable deductions by returns in 
this income group with a charitable deduction fell from 2002 to 2006 (inflation-adjusted dollars).

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

South Atlantic
Delaware, DC, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia 

Adjusted Gross Income of $100,000 - $200,000

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

7.4% 7.2%

5.2%

6.4%

9.8%

5.4%
4.5%

8.7%

3.3%

10.2%
9.7%

7.3%
8.2%

12.8%

7.6%
6.7%

11.7%

5.4%

DE DC FL GA MD NC SC VA WV

2002 2006

$0.11 $0.09

$1.57

$1.22 $1.14
$1.02

$0.46

$1.21

$0.09$0.14 $0.10

$2.00

$1.53
$1.36 $1.33

$0.63

$1.47

$0.12

DE DC FL GA MD NC SC VA WV

2002 2006

2002 2006
DE 22.4% 23.4%

DC 14.9% 13.6%

FL 17.8% 16.7%

GA 20.6% 21.9%
MD 23.5% 24.8%

NC 20.0% 22.4%

SC 19.1% 22.7%

VA 25.0% 26.0%

WV 21.6% 26.8%

USA 20.7% 21.2%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

DE $4,323 $3,866 -10.6%

DC $5,212 $4,512 -13.4%

FL $5,161 $4,388 -15.0%

GA $5,671 $5,265 -7.2%
MD $4,789 $4,339 -9.4%

NC $5,571 $4,998 -10.3%

SC $6,249 $5,564 -11.0%

VA $4,491 $4,116 -8.4%

WV $4,608 $4,353 -5.5%

USA $4,618 $4,116 -10.9%
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Most of the region trails the nation for share of itemized deductions from this income group, except DC, FL. This region also largely 
falls very near or below the national average for average giving, except DC and FL (and SC in 2002). 

The South Atlantic overall had a fairly high percentage of returns with income of $200,000 and above, with the District of Columbia 
ranked second, after Connecticut, with the highest percentage of tax returns filed in this income group.

In the South Atlantic region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars), as they did  
elsewhere in the U.S. in 2006. In most parts of this region, the growth was between 60 and 95 percent more from 2002 to 2006.  
The exception is West Virginia, where itemized charitable gifts increased 49 percent in that time.

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $200,000 and up income group grew markedly throughout the South Atlantic 
from 2002 to 2006 (table on left). The average amount claimed in charitable deductions by returns in this income group rose in 
three parts of the region, but fell from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars) in the others. The largest drop in the average 
amount claimed per return was 11.5 percent in South Carolina.

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

South Atlantic
Delaware, DC, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia 

Adjusted Gross Income of $200,000 and up

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

1.7%

3.3%

1.9% 1.9%

2.4%

1.5%
1.2%

2.2%

0.8%

2.7%

5.2%

3.1%
2.7%

3.8%

2.4%
2.0%

3.8%

1.3%

DE DC FL GA MD NC SC VA WV

2002 2006

$0.14 $0.25

$3.06

$1.44
$1.09 $1.07

$0.49

$1.24

$0.08$0.23 $0.42

$5.91

$2.28
$1.80 $1.83

$0.80

$2.09

$0.12

DE DC FL GA MD NC SC VA WV

2002 2006

2002 2006
DE 27.6% 40.1%

DC 39.7% 54.7%

FL 34.7% 49.3%

GA 24.2% 32.7%
MD 22.5% 32.9%

NC 21.0% 30.8%

SC 20.3% 28.8%

VA 25.6% 36.9%

WV 19.8% 27.1%

USA 30.3% 42.5%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

DE $22,245 $22,553 1.4%

DC $28,300 $30,261 6.9%

FL $27,239 $27,391 0.6%

GA $22.134 $21,866 -1.2%
MD $18,422 $18,140 -1.5%

NC $20,575 $19,873 -3.4%

SC $24,434 $21,636 -11.5%

VA $17,405 $16,293 -6.4%

WV $15,038 $14,410 -3.5%

USA $22,287 $22,307 0.1%
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Gulf Plus
Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, and Tennessee 
Adjusted Gross Income of $100,000 - $200,000

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

Census Bureau Region 6, called here the Gulf Plus region, is in the lower half of the nation when it comes to the share of tax returns 
with income of $100,000 to $200,000. (The national rates are 6.4 percent for 2002 and 8.7 percent in 2006; every state in this region 
was lower than the national average, with statistical significance.)

In this region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars), as they did elsewhere in the U.S. 
in 2006. In each state, total itemized charitable deductions rose between 30 to 45 percent from 2002 to 2006. 

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $100,000 to $200,000 income group grew in the Gulf plus region from 2002  
to 2006 by 2 to 4 percentage points in each state. The average amount claimed in charitable deductions by this income group fell  
by 6 to 10 percent from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars).

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

States in this region are slightly below the national 2002 rate of 20.7 percent of itemized deductions coming from this income group 
but slightly above the national rate of 21.2 percent in 2006. 

4.5% 4.2%

3.3%

4.5%

6.7%
6.3%

5.2%

6.4%

AL KY MS TN

2002 2006

$0.51

$0.34

$0.23

$0.62
$0.70

$0.45

$0.33

$0.81

AL KY MS TN

2002 2006

2002 2006

AL 19.7% 22.6%

KY 19.8% 23.3%

MS 18.1% 22.3%

TN 20.5% 22.4%

USA 20.7% 21.2%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

AL $6,850 $6,380 -6.9%

KY $5,169 $4,721 -8.7%

MS $7,167 $6,744 -5.9%

TN $7,140 $6,435 -9.9%

USA $4,618 $4,116 -10.9%
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Gulf Plus
Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, and Tennessee 

Adjusted Gross Income of $200,000 and up

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

Census Bureau Region 6, called here the Gulf Plus region, is in the lower half of the nation when it comes to the share of tax returns 
with income of $200,000 and up. (The national rates are 1.9 percent for 2002 and 2.9 percent in 2006; every state in this region was 
lower than the national average, with statistical significance.)

In this region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars), as they did elsewhere in the U.S. 
in 2006. In Alabama, itemized charitable deductions increased 83 percent from 2002 to 2006. Kentucky and Tennessee saw increases 
around 56 percent. In Mississippi, the increase was 38 percent.

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $200,000 income group grew by 8 to 10 percentage points in each state. The 
average amount claimed in charitable deductions by returns in this income group with a charitable deduction rose in Alabama and 
Kentucky, but fell in Mississippi and Tennessee, from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars).

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

States in this region are considerably below the national 2002 rate of 30.3 percent of itemized deductions coming from this income 
group (42.5 percent in 2006). This most likely reflects the lower percentage of higher-income residents. The average amount per 
contribution is markedly above the national average in three of the four states (Kentucky is the exception). 

1.2% 1.1%
0.9%

1.4%

2.0%

1.7%
1.5%

2.2%

AL KY MS TN

2002 2006

$0.52

$0.37
$0.28

$0.83
$0.95

$0.58

$0.39

$1.30

AL KY MS TN

2002 2006

2002 2006

AL 20.1% 30.6%

KY 21.4% 30.2%

MS 21.9% 26.1%

TN 27.3% 35.8%

USA 30.3% 42.5%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

AL $25,047 $26,252 4.8%

KY $20,039 $20,741 3.5%

MS $29,390 $23,767 -19.1%

TN $30,088 $26,535 -11.8%

USA $22,287 $22,307 0.1%



20 Giving USA Spotlight Issue 4, 2008

Idea for how to use tax information

Consider where the state falls compared to others: Share of income among those with income  
> $100,000 and the share of itemized contributions from returns with income > $100,000

The figure below is based on information about income of $100,000 or more (combining $100,000 to $200,000 
and $200,000 and up). It reports the gap between a state’s share of the national income at that level and the 
share of the contributions itemized by returns at that level. The figure averages two years—2002 and 2006— 
for each state:

The share of that state’s income from returns with $100,000 or more as a share of income nationally from  �

returns with $100,000 or more. Except California and New York, states accounted for 10 percent or less of 
national income from returns with income of $100,000 or more (and in many cases, less than 1 percent).
The share of itemized charitable deductions claimed on returns with income of $100,000 or more as a  �

share of ALL charitable deductions claimed by returns with income of $100,000 or more.
The difference between these two. If share of income was 0.6 percent and share of giving was 0.7 percent,  �

the gap was a positive 0.1 points (giving exceeded income as a percentage of national results).
Note that these data are not included in this report.
States on the left tend to be high-cost of living states and have comparatively low numbers of Evangelical 
Protestants. Here, the share of income exceeded the percentage of itemized contributions. States in the middle 
are close to having equal shares of national income and national itemized giving. States on the far right claim a 
much larger share of itemized contributions than they have as a share of national income. Not surprisingly, 
these tend to be lower-cost of living states and/or have comparatively large populations of Evangelical 
Protestants or other faiths that tithe.3

3Havens & Schervish, in note 3, found that cost of living and percentage of Evangelicals were both associated with levels of giving.
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Continental Oil States
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas 

Adjusted Gross Income of $100,000 - $200,000

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

Census Bureau Region 7, called here the Continental Oil States (although Arkansas produces only a small share) is in the lower half 
of the nation when it comes to the share of tax returns with income of $100,000 to $200,000. (The national rates are 6.4 percent for 
2002 and 8.7 percent in 2006; every state in this region was lower than the national average, with statistical significance.)

In this region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars), as they did elsewhere in the U.S. 
in 2006. The highest growth was in Arkansas (44 percent) and the lowest in Texas (24 percent). Louisiana saw a jump of 26 percent 
and in Oklahoma the amount of total itemized contributions from this income group (adjusted for inflation) rose 38 percent.

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $100,000 to $200,000 income group grew in the Continental Oil region from 
2002 to 2006 in each state, except Texas, which saw a drop from 23.9 percent in 2002 to 22.6 percent in 2006. The average amount 
claimed in charitable deductions by this income group fell by 6 to 11 percent from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars),  
consistent with the national average.

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

Texas was slightly ahead of the nation in the share of returns. Louisiana was close to the national level. Arkansas moved from below 
the national rate in 2002 to above it in 2006. Oklahoma was lower than the national share in both years. The average amount 
exceeded the national average in both 2002 and 2006. Donors in this region typically claimed a higher-than average amount in  
charitable contributions. 

3.5%
4.2% 4.0%

6.1%
5.6%

6.8%
6.3%

8.2%

AR LA OK TX

2002 2006

$0.22 $0.34 $0.32

$2.35

$0.32 $0.43 $0.45

$2.92

AR LA OK TX

2002 2006

2002 2006

AR 18.0% 23.0%

LA 20.3% 21.9%

OK 17.0% 18.2%

TX 23.9% 22.6%

USA 20.7% 21.2%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

AR $6,457 $6,036 -6.5%

LA $5,673 $5,060 -10.8%

OK $6,150 $5,696 -7.4%

TX $5,629 $5,134 -8.8%

USA $4,618 $4,116 -10.9%
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Continental Oil States
Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas 

Adjusted Gross Income of $200,000 and up

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

Census Bureau Region 7, called here the Continental Oil States, is in the lower half of the nation when it comes to the share of tax 
returns with income of $200,000 and up. (The national rates are 1.9 percent for 2002 and 2.9 percent in 2006; every state in this 
region except Texas was lower than the national average both years, with statistical significance.)

In this region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars), as they did elsewhere in the  
U.S.  In Oklahoma, the growth was more than 100 percent. Louisiana and Texas both saw between 88 and 89 percent increases.  
In Arkansas, the growth was 35 percent. Nationally, it was 38 percent.

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $200,000 income group grew in each state. The average amount claimed in 
charitable deductions by returns in this income group with a charitable deduction rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted  
dollars) in all states except Arkansas. 

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

States in this region were likely to be below the national average in 2002 for the share of all itemized donations from returns with 
income of $200,000 or more. In 2006, both Texas and Oklahoma exceeded the national level. Average gift amounts claimed in 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas exceeded the national level. In Louisiana, in both years (before and after Hurricane Katrina), the 
average was below the national level.

1.0%
1.2%

1.1%

1.8%1.6%

2.2%
2.0%

2.9%

AR LA OK TX

2002 2006

$0.30 $0.37 $0.53

$3.06

$0.41 $0.69
$1.08

$5.76

AR LA OK TX

2002 2006

2002 2006

AR 24.5% 29.5%

LA 21.8% 35.2%

OK 28.1% 44.0%

TX 31.1% 44.6%

USA 30.3% 42.5%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

AR $28,349 $23,386 -17.5%

LA $18,176 $19,316 6.3%

OK $36,458 $39,651 8.8%

TX $24,646 $24,983 1.4%

USA $22,287 $22,307 0.1%
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Arizona, Colorado, and New Mexico exceeded the national rate for returns in this income range. Other states fell below the national 
rate in both years, except Utah, which exceeded the national rate in 2006. Average gifts in this region fell from 2002 to 2006, with 
the largest drop (-18 percent) in Wyoming. Even so, just Colorado and Nevada were below the national average in 2006. All other 
states exceeded the national average both years.

The Mountain States were, with the exception of Colorado, in the lower half of the nation for the share of tax returns with income 
of $100,000 to $200,000. (The national rates are 6.4 percent for 2002 and 8.7 percent in 2006). 

In this region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars), as they did elsewhere in the  
U.S. in 2006. The highest growth rate was in Idaho and Montana, as both saw an increase about 50 percent. Utah and Wyoming saw 
growth of 49 and 47 percent, respectively. Nevada and Arizona had an increase of 36 percent each, with New Mexico at 31 percent. 
In Colorado, growth was 22 percent. 

The share of itemized contributions from this income group rose in the Mountain States except Wyoming from 2002 to 2006, but 
the average amount claimed in charitable deductions by this income group fell (in inflation-adjusted dollars), consistent with the 
national changes.

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Mountain States
Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming 

Adjusted Gross Income of $100,000 - $200,000

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

6.0%

7.7%

4.1%
3.1%

5.5%

4.5%
5.0%

4.3%

8.4%

10.4%

6.5%
5.5%

8.1%

6.6%

7.7%
8.3%

AZ CO ID MT NV NM UT WY

2002 2006

$0.56
$0.60

$0.12

$0.06

$0.20
$0.14

$0.46

$0.03

$0.76 $0.73

$0.19

$0.09

$0.28

$0.19

$0.68

$0.05

AZ CO ID MT NV NM UT WY

2002 2006

2002 2006
AZ 21.0% 22.1%

CO 21.2% 22.2%

ID 17.6% 20.9%

MT 14.9% 20.2%
NV 17.3% 17.7%

NM 22.8% 25.8%

UT 19.2% 22.4%

WY 11.4% 10.7%

USA 20.7% 21.2%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

AZ $4,665 $4,161 -10.8%

CO $4,221 $3,820 -9.5%

ID $5,958 $5,540 -7.0%

MT $4,816 $4,372 -9.2%
NV $4,480 $3,721 -16.9%

NM $4,655 $4,354 -6.5%

UT $10,226 $9,311 -8.9%

WY $5,838 $4,762 -18.4%

USA $4,618 $4,116 -10.9%



24 Giving USA Spotlight Issue 4, 2008

Many states in this region, with the exception of Utah, have been considered among the “less generous” in the U.S. in the past.  
In 2002 gifts from this income range average more than the national average in six of the eight states. Looking at page 20, most  
of the eight states give a share of the national amount that is at or above their share of income in the $100,000 and up group. The  
exception is Nevada. 

As with the $100,000 to $200,000 income group, states in the Mountain Region fell below the national level in the share of the tax 
returns with income of $200,000 or more. (The national rates are 1.9 percent for 2002 and 2.9 percent in 2006. Even 2.8 percent,  
as in Arizona and Nevada in 2006, is below the national level, with statistical significance.)

In this region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars), in every state. This region  
saw some of the most dramatic growth, with increases of more than 100 percent in Arizona, Idaho, and Utah. Growth rates were  
94 percent in Wyoming, 88 percent in Nevada, and 78 percent in New Mexico. Colorado and Montana saw growth below the 
national rate of 64 percent, with 54 percent and 31 percent respectively. 

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Mountain States
Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming 

Adjusted Gross Income of $200,000 and up

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

1.6%

2.1%

1.1% 1.0%

1.7%

1.0%
1.3% 1.3%

2.8%

3.4%

2.2%
1.9%

2.8%

1.9%

2.4%
2.6%

AZ CO ID MT NV NM UT WY

2002 2006

$0.65

$0.96

$0.13 $0.12

$0.40

$0.14

$0.49

$0.17

$1.35
$1.48

$0.28
$0.15

$0.76

$0.24

$1.00

$0.34

AZ CO ID MT NV NM UT WY

2002 2006

2002 2006
AZ 24.3% 39.3%

CO 33.8% 44.9%

ID 18.0% 30.9%

MT 30.8% 35.3%
NV 34.5% 48.7%

NM 21.7% 33.1%

UT 20.5% 32.9%

WY 57.5% 71.3%

USA 30.3% 42.5%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

AZ $19,889 $20,378 2.5%

CO $23,672 $21,411 -9.6%

ID $22,578 $23,385 3.6%

MT $31,184 $19,931 -36.1%
NV $30,038 $27,787 -7.5%

NM $18,720 $17,151 -8.4%

UT $41,520 $42,656 2.7%

WY $89,276 $78,926 -11.6%

USA $22,287 $22,307 0.1%
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Pacific States
Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, Washington
Adjusted Gross Income of $100,000 - $200,000

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

Some of the Pacific states, Alaska, California, and Washington, exceed the national rates for the share of tax returns with income of 
$100,000 to $200,000. Hawaii and Oregon fall below the national rates. (The national rates are 6.4 percent for 2002 and 8.7 percent 
in 2006.)

In this region, itemized charitable deductions grew slightly in every state. Nationally, the increase was 19.8 percent. Here, Hawaii, 
Oregon and Washington all saw growth of 31 to 33 percent; Alaska was at the national rate; and California’s total giving from  
this income group (adjusted for inflation) rose just 10.6 percent. With $4.74 billion in 2002 and $5.24 billion in 2006, California 
accounts for the highest amount from this income group in the nation.

Alaska and Washington have a larger share of itemized donations from this income group than the national share in both years. 
Oregon reached the national level in 2006 but not 2002; while California was above the national rate in 2002 but not in the later 
year. Hawaii saw a lower share from this group in both years.

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

Alaska was consistently above the national average for the amount claimed in contributions. The other states in this region were 
consistently below the national average. All states saw a declining average from 2002 to 2006 (adjusted for inflation). 

7.1%
8.2%

5.6% 5.5%

7.1%

10.2% 10.4%

8.3% 8.1%

10.4%

AK CA HI OR WA

2002 2006

$0.08

$4.74

$0.11 $0.35
$0.70

$0.09

$5.24

$0.14
$0.47

$0.92

AK CA HI OR WA

2002 2006

2002 2006

AK 27.6% 31.2%

CA 21.9% 20.4%

HI 18.8% 19.7%

OR 18.7% 21.6%

WA 21.4% 23.0%

USA 20.7% 21.2%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

AK $4,640 $4,403 -5.1%

CA $4,266 $3,746 -12.2%

HI $3,843 $3,470 -9.7%

OR $4,426 $3,937 -11.1%

WA $4,443 $3,891 -12.4%

USA $4,618 $4,116 -10.9%
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Pacific States
Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, Washington

Adjusted Gross Income of $200,000 and up

Percentage of tax returns filed within this income range, 
2002 and 2006

Total itemized charitable gifts, by state and by income 
range, 2002 and 2006, (Billions of inflation-adjusted $)

Census Bureau Region 9, the Pacific States, has two states with a comparatively high percentage of high-earners – California and 
Washington. However, the other three states in the region are below the national rate for the share of tax returns with income of 
$200,000 and up. (The national rates are 1.9 percent for 2002 and 2.9 percent in 2006).

In this region, itemized charitable deductions rose from 2002 to 2006 (in inflation-adjusted dollars), as they did elsewhere in the U.S. 
In all states in this region, the rate of change between the two years exceeded the national rate of 38 percent. California saw deduction 
increase from $7.52 billion to $13.01 billion, growth of 73 percent (all amounts are adjusted for inflation). In Washington, the change 
was from $0.99 billion to $1.68 billion (70 percent).

The share of itemized charitable deductions from the $200,000 income group grew in each state. The lowest jump was in Alaska, 
from 18.6 percent in 2002 to 26.8 percent in 2006 (a jump of about 8 percentage points). The largest was in Hawaii, from  
20.6 percent in 2002 to 39.9 percent in 2006 (increased by 19.3 percentage points).

 
Percentage of all itemized donation dollars  

from this income group 

Average amount claimed per return with a charitable 
contribution deduction for this income group, 

inflation-adjusted to 2008$

In 2002, except California and Washington, the share of all itemized donations from returns with income of $200,000 or more falls 
below the national level. The average amount claimed per return with a charitable donation for California, Oregon, and Washington 
was comparatively near the national average in both years. Hawaii exceeded the national average in 2006. 

1.3%

2.5%

1.3%
1.4%

1.8%
2.3%

3.9%

2.2%
2.5%

3.1%

AK CA HI OR WA

2002 2006

$0.05

$7.52

$0.12 $0.49 $0.99
$0.08

$13.01

$0.29 $0.77
$1.68

AK CA HI OR WA

2002 2006

2002 2006

AK 18.6% 26.8%

CA 34.7% 50.7%

HI 20.6% 39.9%

OR 25.9% 35.8%

WA 30.4% 42.1%

USA 30.3% 42.5%

 
2002

 
2006

% change 
2002 to 2006

AK $16,971 $14,752 -13.1%

CA $21,587 $22,933 6.2%

HI $18,053 $23,621 30.8%

OR $22,949 $20,183 -12.1%

WA $24,836 $21,345 -14.1%

USA $22,287 $22,307 0.1%
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Conclusion
Map 1 shows states color-coded based on where they 
fall in the change from 2002 to 2006 in the share of  
tax returns filed for incomes of $100,000 to $200,000. 
Darker shades indicate a greater difference between  
the two years, which could indicate the potential for  
a dramatic shift downward in the current economy. 

Map 2 shows states similarly color-coded based on 
the change in the share of tax returns filed in 2002  
and 2006 with income of $200,000 or above.

States that saw particularly large jumps from 2002  
to 2006 in both income groups include:

Wyoming �

Washington �

Colorado �

Massachusetts �

Connecticut �

Virginia  �

Maryland �

If incomes in these states fall in proportion to the rate 
at which they grew from 2002 to 2006, these states are 
likely to be particularly vulnerable to lower giving 
resulting from a drop in the number of households 

with income of $100,000 or more. In addition to 
income changes, other indicators to watch include 
unemployment and foreclosures. One state among the 
top 12 in terms of the highest rates of foreclosures is 
also in this group: Colorado. 

Charitable giving follows the economy, especially 
giving by households and individuals. In this time of 
economic upheaval, it is good to remember that donors 
continue to give. The data from tax returns filed in 2002 
can provide a useful guide, as adjusted for inflation here, 
to the potential number of households with income of 
$100,000 to $200,000 and above $200,000 within each 
state. The average gift amounts claimed in deductions 
can also be indicators of what donors might consider 
doing in this year, with the stock market down from its 
2007 highs and personal income growth greatly slowed. 

Charitable giving will continue in 2009 and beyond. 
It is a household consumption “habit” that reflects  
families’ capacity to give, linkage to charitable organi-
zations, and interest in the charitable purposes served. 
While nonprofit organizations can change little in terms 
of capacity, they can strengthen linkages and increase 
interest through steady, careful communications and 
opportunities for engagement. 

Map 1 
States based on the magnitude of change from 2002 to 2006 in the  

share of tax returns filed with income of $100,000 to $200,000
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Map 2 
States based on the magnitude of change from 2002 to 2006 in the  

share of tax returns filed with income of $200,000 or more
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Appendix: The Regions of the U.S. Defined by the Census Bureau
The U.S. Census Bureau divides the nation into nine regions.  The Spotlight is organized by these regions, using the 
numbering system from the U.S. Census Bureau and names adopted by Giving USA to be more descriptive. The 
table below shows the regions used, following the Census Bureau definitions, and the states within each. The map 
on the next page presents the regions on a map of the United States.

Regions of the United States following the Census Bureau definitions

Number Census Bureau Name Giving USA name States or district included in the region
1 New England New England Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,  

Rhode Island, Vermont
2 Mid-Atlantic Mid-Atlantic New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania
3 East North Central Great Lakes states Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin
4 West North Central Plains states Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 

South Dakota
5 South Atlantic South Atlantic Delaware, Florida, Maryland, Georgia, North Carolina,  

South Carolina, Virginia, Washington D.C., West Virginia
6 East South Central Gulf Plus Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee
7 West South Central Continental Oil states Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas
8 Mountain Mountain Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, 

Utah, Wyoming
9 Pacific Pacific Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, Washington
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8014-248 e-BOOK: Giving USA 2009 The Annual Report on Philanthropy for the Year 
2008 (delivered in searchable electronic format) $75

Donation to Giving USA Foundation

*Shipping and handling: In the U.S. add $9.95 for orders up to $100
  $13.95 for orders up to $149
  $18.95 for orders of $150+
 Outside of U.S. add  $25 for airmail delivery

Subtotal $
*Shipping 

and  
handling $

If delivered 
in Illinois, 
9.75% tax $

TOTAL $

Order By Mail
Giving USA Foundation
PO Box 3781 
Oak Brook, IL 60522-3781

Order By Phone 
(credit card orders)
800/462-2372 
847/375-4709

Order By Fax
888/374-7258 
International Fax:  
+1 847/375-6487

Order Online
Visit our Web store at
givingusa.org

In the event of a miscalculation, I authorize Giving USA Foundation™  to charge to the above-named credit card an amount reasonably 
deemed by Giving USA Foundation to be accurate and appropriate. NOTICE: It is the policy of Giving USA Foundation to charge credit 
cards when orders are received. Our 2009 products will be shipped beginning July 1, 2009.

Order Your Copy of Giving USA 2009 Today!
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